
SPONSORED BY EDMONTON MINOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

THIS STORYWAS CREATED BY CONTENTWORKS, POSTMEDIA’S COMMERCIAL CONTENT DIVISION, ON BEHALF OF EDMONTON MINOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION.

Curtis Stock
Postmedia Content Works

While almost 2,000 soccer-playing kids laughed and a
similar number of parents cheered and groaned, Grace
Horsfield cried tears of joy.
“When I came up over the hill at the Edmonton Minor

Soccer Association’s west soccer complex and saw all 11
soccer fields in use for last Saturday’s city championships
and all those kids and parents … well, I couldn’t talk,” says
Horsfield, whose granddaughter was playing.
“It was very emotional.”
Horsfield, who has been involvedwith soccer for 30 years,

was there at the conception of the EMSA west soccer com-
plex.
“I was on staff in the planning department for Parkland

County when Denny Andrews came in and said he wanted
to turn his Cholla Sand andDry landfill into something that
would benefit kids,” says Horsfield.
“We started talking about soccer fields and that’s when

I introduced him to Mario Charpentier, the president of
EMSA.The rest is history.”
It’s also about the future.
Now in its first year of operation, the EMSA west soccer

complex will grow to 20 full-sized soccer fields in 2018,
with grandstands, gazebo shelters, some 300 trees that have
been donated by Kiwi Nurseries, two playgrounds, walking
trails and ample parking.
When that happens the EMSA west soccer complex,

which is looking for a title sponsor, will become the largest
of its kind inNorth America, says EMSA’s ShannonDroeske,
the association’smarketing and community programdirec-
tor.
“It’s huge,” says Droeske. “The way soccer is growing,

there is such a demand for soccer fields. Right now we are

New soccer complex
brings ‘tears of joy’

losing fields as the city of Edmonton continues to take fields
away and replace themwith housing.
“For soccer and for our city it is amazing what is happen-

ing.
“It’s nice to have facilities like this where everything is

in one place,” says Droeske, adding that EMSA, which has
about 5,000 volunteers, handles all the maintenance of the
fields.
“As soccer continues to grow in Edmonton, there is more

andmore of a demand for soccer fields. Every year we grow
150 games a year,” says Charpentier, adding that there are
1,450 teams, some 1,500 games a week and 22,000 regis-
tered youth players between the ages of 5 and 18 in EMSA.
Charpentier says those numbers don’t even include the

12,000 adult soccer participants, 2,000 children who play in
the Edmonton Interdistrict Youth Soccer Association, or the
kids in Sherwood Park, St. Albert and Stony Plain.
At last week’s city championship alone there were 1,800

children playing in Saturday’s finals, while 6,000 competed
in the weeklong tournament.
“Little by little over the past four to five years the city has

taken 24 fields away from us. If it keeps going like that we
are going to be in trouble. More players. Less fields.
“The last thing we want to do is cap the program and have

to turn kids away. We want to make sure that we have fields
for kids to play. That’s just one reason this new field is so
important to us and soccer,” says Charpentier, who became
a director with EMSA in 1980 and the president for the past
20 years.
“It’s by far the biggest thing that has happened for Ed-

monton soccer — for us, for the city, the province and even
for the country — as we fully expect to see provincial and
national championships held there,” he continues.
“It’s a dream come true. How it all came to fruition is un-

believable. Simply mind blowing,” adds Horsfield.

“Denny Andrews is an amazing man. If it wasn’t for him
and those fields none of this would have happened.”
Andrews — as is his style — deflects the praise to people

such as Charpentier, to Parkland County and to Alberta En-
vironment for letting it all happen.
Located on 231 Street just south of Highway 16A, the

EMSA west soccer complex is being developed on 45 hec-
tares, which Andrews donated to Parkland County. The
land, in turn, is leased to EMSA for $1 a year for 49 years.
The project has already cost $2 million to build the fields,
roads and fencing.
“It’s a great complex now and we’re only halfway there,”

says Horsfield.
“When you do the right things for the right reasons, that’s

when things like this happen.”
“We’re in the dance now,” says Charpentier. “The only

thing we need is a title sponsor.”
For further information go to emsasoccercomplex.com.

Excited soccer players at the city championships held at the new EMSA soccer complex on July 9.
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