
May 14th, 2020 

Re: Canada Soccer Outlines Return to Soccer Guidelines as Part of Safe Sport Roster 

To: All EMSA Members 

EMSA Executive Group welcomes the Government of Alberta’s decision to proceed 
with Step One of the Relaunch Strategy. 
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-relaunch-strategy.aspx#stages 

During the past few days, EMSA Executive Group has been in communication with 
Alberta Soccer waiting for an update from Canada Soccer regarding the current ban on 
sanctioned soccer activities. 

The following update has been received by EMSA Executive Group this morning from 
Alberta Soccer: 

Dear Members 

Please see Press Release from Canada Soccer below re: Canada Soccer Return to 
Play Guidelines. As you are all aware Alberta Soccer is in the process of developing 
a “Return to Play Plan” based upon information recently released by the Alberta 
Government and in consultation with Canada Soccer. Our expectation is that the 
Alberta Soccer Return to Play Guidelines will be complete by Wednesday May 20th, 
2020 for Board approval. Upon Board approval the Alberta Soccer “Return to Play 
Plan” will be shared with the Provincial Government and Canada Soccer. Upon 
appropriate approval/support by our Governing Authorities, Alberta Soccer will 
distribute the Alberta Soccer “Return to Play Plan” as well as the  Canada Soccer 
“Return to Soccer Assessment Tool” and any other relevant accompanying 
documentation to all District Members for distribution to Member Clubs/Zones for 
their action. 

Alberta Soccer appreciates your patience and support as we navigate these 
unprecedented times. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Thanks 

Shaun Lowther | Executive 
Director 

Alberta Soccer 

p:  780-288-6936 
w:  www.albertasoccer.com 
e:  slowther@albertasoccer.com 
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Canada Soccer Outlines Return to Soccer Guidelines as Part of Safe Sport Roster
13 May 2020

As restrictions begin to ease relating to COVID-19, Canada Soccer has announced that its
member organizations must follow the “Return to Soccer Guidelines” before returning to the pitch.
Guided by leadership from the Canada Soccer Sports Medicine Committee and in consultation
with  federal, provincial, territorial and local public health authorities, the Return to Soccer
Guidelines provide member organizations with a five-step process, including a checklist of
weighted questions known as the Return to Soccer Assessment Tool, all for the purpose of
determining preparedness to mitigate COVID-19 risks and implications upon the resumption of
soccer and related activities.
 
“Since our initial suspension of all sanctioned soccer in Canada in response to the global COVID-
19 pandemic in March, we have worked closely and collaboratively with our Member Associations
and relevant public health authorities as well as monitored the situation within the international
soccer community,” said Steven Reed, Canada Soccer President. “As stay-at-home restrictions
begin to ease in parts of the country, we wanted to ensure that we expanded our Canada Soccer
Safe Sport Roster to provide guidance on how best to ensure a safe return to soccer for all
players, coaches, referees and administrators.” 
 
The Guidelines are primarily designed to help member organizations manage their liability and
 remain compliant with all applicable public health authorities when returning to soccer and related
activities. The Guidelines may help member organizations determine which new policies need to
be adopted, including social and physical distancing for training, restricting the number of players
participating in such training, and restricting game play.  
 
“The introduction of the Canada Soccer Safe Sport Roster in May 2019 was a strong signal from
the country’s soccer leaders that the safety, enjoyment and development of our athletes is
paramount,” said Peter Montopoli, Canada Soccer General Secretary. “Today, it is even more

https://mailchi.mp/canadasoccer/canada-soccer-outlines-return-to-soccer-guidelines-as-part-of-safe-sport-roster-lignes-directrices-de-canada-soccer-pour-un-retour-au-soccer?e=18f8a77b34
http://www.canadasoccer.com/
https://www.canadasoccer.com/canada-soccer-outlines-return-to-soccer-guidelines-as-part-of-safe-sport-roster-p162638-preview-1


important that we add to our Safe Sport Roster this critical tool that will provide the necessary
guidance to our valued members as we all work together to continue to curb the spread of
COVID-19 while providing an opportunity for the Canadian soccer community to connect back on
the pitch.”
 
The steps outlined in the Canada Soccer Return to Soccer Guidelines include:

1. The easing of stay-at-home orders from the Federal public health authority;
2. The easing of restrictions on public gatherings from the respective Provincial public health

authority;
3. The easing of restrictions for field and facility usage by the respective Municipal public

health authority;
4. Canada Soccer has received the Return to Soccer Plan from the Provincial or Territorial

Member Association, which has been provided to the applicable Provincial or Territorial
government department and/or public health authority, and where applicable, has received
confirmation from the Province or Territory that it approves of the Plan; and

5. Canada Soccer has received the Return to Soccer Assessment Tool from the member
organization and has provided any comments or feedback to the member organization or
its Provincial or Territorial Member, if any.

 
“The role of Canada Soccer’s Sports Medicine leadership  to ensure safe sport for all levels of the
game in our country has never been more paramount during this COVID-19 pandemic and we
have been monitoring the situation closely with public health authorities to provide direction for all
Canada Soccer sanctioned programs and events,” said Dr. Andrew Pipe, Chair, Canada Soccer
Sports Medicine Committee. “The Return to Soccer Guidelines will provide the best possible
opportunity for success in continuing to curb the spread of Covid-19 both on and off the pitch.”
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